[The genetics of hereditary cataract].
Congenital cataracts are an important cause of visual impairment in children. Approximately one-third of congenital cataracts are hereditary. The disease, when inherited as an isolated abnormality, is phenotypically and genetically heterogeneous. Autosomal dominant forms with high penetrance appear to be the most common. To date, thirteen genes have been implicated in cataractogenesis. The identification of the genetic mutations causing congenital cataracts will provide a better understanding of cataractogenesis in childhood and provide further insights into normal lens development.